
“As far as urbanism and architecture is concerned, 
the Madrid of the 21st century begins today”

Alberto Ruiz Gallardón
Mayor of Madrid

Laying of the  rst stone of Torre Espacio

December 21st, 2004



The finance
and business Madrid
Looking north

With a population of more than  ve million, the city of Madrid 
has undergone spectacular business and  nancial growth in 
the last 30 years, which has turned it into one of the most 
booming, dynamic and attractive cities in Europe. 

The urban development of Madrid’s Business District has 
been taking shape in the north of the city. Large national and 
international companies have moved their of ces from the 
traditional commercial and business centres around Gran 
Vía, Alcalá and Recoletos to locate them along Paseo de la 
Castellana, always using the north as a reference point. 

Indeed, Paseo de la Castellana runs through Madrid like a 
trail left by a time machine. The city has developed in keeping 
with the evolution of this north-running artery, its backbone 
and true  nancial heart, taking over land and completing mi-
lestones as the years pass: Atocha, Paseo del Prado, Reco-
letos, Nuevos Ministerios, AZCA, Puerta de Europa…

Now, in the 21st century and in keeping with the trend, Paseo 
de la Castellana sees the birth of a new Business District in 
Madrid, a strategic centre that is a national reference point for 
the world of  nance and business. A move that will con rm 
Madrid as the “Capital of Southern Europe”. 

“Cuatro Torres” is born



Cuatro Torres is home to four emblematic buildings that are 
to be among the 10 highest in Europe: The new corporate 
headquarters of Repsol YPF, Torre SyV, Torre de Cristal and 
Torre Espacio. Next to them, the city’s new Exhibition and 
Conference Centre is to be built. All together, they constitute 
the largest architectural project under way in Europe.

This new complex is to become the main business referen-
ce point for Paseo de la Castellana, the nerve centre for big 
business in Madrid. A new business and  nance lung that 
responds to the need to create new top-rate of ce space in 
the best location. 

A full transport network will contribute to guaranteeing perfect 
connections. In short, it also represents a before and after in 
Madrid’s urban development. 

The four buildings stand on a rectangular area parallel to Pa-
seo de la Castellana, covering 69,500 square meters stret-
ching along 430 meters of the avenue itself.



Cuatro Torres stands in a privileged location on Paseo de la 
Castellana in the area of Madrid with the highest rate of real 
estate growth and future prospects. An added factor is Ope-
ration Chamartín, which plans to use for this purpose part of 
the land currently taken up by railway tracks.

Both urban projects will turn the centre of the city towards 
the north, and a complete reorganisation of the transport net-
work in the area is foreseen, to guarantee the  ow of traf c 
in the area.
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Transport
and communicationsCuatro Torres will have an unbeatable transport network, 

whether by public transport or private car. It is located  ve 
minutes from the Juan Carlos I expo centre or ten minutes 
from the airport. Two of the city’s transport terminuses, Cha-
martín station and Plaza de Castilla, are a  ve and ten minute 
walk away, respectively. 

In addition, it has direct access to Madrid’s two main ring 
roads: the M-30 and the M-40. It is also in the heart of Pa-
seo de la Castellana, which crosses the entire city from north 
to south.

BEGOÑA

67
124

134
135
173

66 173
174

66
67

CONNECTION
INTERCHANGE

124
135
134

173
178
751

67
124

134
135

67
124

M
O

N
FO

R
TE

 D
E

 LE
M

O
S

ARZOBISPO MORZILLO

BARAJAS
INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT

PARQUE DE LA
VENTILLA

PARQUE DEL
NORTE

HOSPITAL
UNIVERSITARIO

LA PAZ

CHAMARTÍN
STATION

P
A

S
E

O
 D

E
 L

A
 C

A
S

TE
LL

A
N

A

M
A

U
R

IC
IO

 L
E

G
E

N
D

R
E

AVENIDA PIO XII

PLAZA
DE

CASTILLA

CHAMARTÍN

M-30

M-30

A-1

M-11



Access
One of the main features of Cuatro Torres is its openness to 
the exterior. It is an open space that can be accessed from 
any place, in keeping with the objective set from the beginning 
of the project: the creation not only of four buildings from the 
perspective of height, but of a location that is unique thanks 
to its architecture and the beauty of the area on which the 
buildings stand. A place for encounter, leisure, relaxation...

Vehicle access is through an underground unidirectional 
distribution ring road that connects to the main roads in 
the surrounding area to assist the  ow of traf c in the north 
of Madrid.

The ring runs around the area on which the four buildings 
stand and provides access to all four, as well as to the new 
Exhibition and Conference Centre.
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Parallel to the construction of the four buildings, Broadway 
Malyan, one of the main architecture studios in Europe, 
specialised in urban design and landscaping, is carrying 
out an ambitious design project for the area on which the 
buildings stand.

It is not only a project which has the urban landscape as 
protagonist, but it arises out of a desire to become a focal po-
int for the Paseo de la Castellana axis. Making Cuatro Torres 
an open area with an effective impact on the real life of the 
city, an area that invites visitors to walk around, spend time 
there, sit down, live the experience it offers...

The fifth tower



Pei, Cobb Freed & Partners is one of the most prestigious 
and recognized architecture studios in the world. It is based 
in New York and, since its creation in 1955, it has completed 
more than 200 large-size projects all over the world, working 
for public bodies, private developers and educational, cultural 
and religious institutions. 

It is not easy to highlight the most important works of this New 
York studio. However, mention must be made of the John 
Hancock Tower in Boston, the Bank of China Tower in Hong 
Kong and the extension and modernisation of the Louvre 
in Paris.

More recent projects include the National Constitution Cen-
tre, which was completed in 2003, the Tour EDF de La Dé-
fense in Paris, the international business school of China 
and Europe in Shanghai and the ABN-AMRO bank of ces 
in Amsterdam.

Pei Cobb Freed & Partners has received some of the most 
prestigious awards: the Chicago Architecture Award in recog-
nition for its “signi cant contribution to architecture and to the 
design of urban environments” or the “Lifetime Achievements 
Award” from the New York Society of Architects. 

Despite the fact that the projects carried out by the  rm have 
been exceptionally varied and diverse in terms of types of 
construction and environments, one central theme systema-
tically appears in its buildings: the conception of architecture 
as the art of building places, an art that mainly expresses 
concern for the quality of life and public space.



In envisioning this slender skyscraper, we have been inspi-
red by the desired wish of our client, Grupo Villar Mir, to build 
not only an office building but also a building that would offer 
a memorable and lively presence both at street level and on 
the skyline of Madrid. 

Thus challenged, we have explored the potential of non-or-
thogonal geometries, deployed here in both plan and sec-
tion, to engender an unprecedented tower form. 

Torre Espacio evolves from a square in plan at its base to a 
curved lozenge, formed by the intersection of two quarter-
circles, at its crown. The geometric mechanism for accom-
plishing this evolution in a constructible form is the cosine 
curve, which rationalizes the points of intersection between 
the two curved surfaces and thus facilitates fabrication and 
assembly of the curtain wall.  

An important characteristic of the cosine curve is that its rate 
of curvature is not constant but rather decreases gradually 
as it rises from base to crown. This gives the resulting tower 
form its distinctive sense of lift, almost as if it were a living 
organism that had sprung from the earth on which it stands.

Henry N. Cobb 



With speci cations that make it unique and a height of 
over 230 meters and 56,259 countable squate meters, Torre 
Espacio, owned by Grupo Villar Mir, is one of the most repre-
sentative work environments in Spain and Europe.

Torre Espacio



The uniqueness of Torre Espacio comes not only from ist 57 
storeys, but mainly from ist desing, ist tecnnology, ist securi-
ty and its absolutely exceptional array of services.



Design




